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Guiding Principles
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Role of Guiding Principles

• Connected 2050 long-range transportation plan (LRTP) establishes a vision 
and priorities for the St. Louis region’s transportation system

• Guiding Principles within the LRTP guide 
- transportation policy
- investment decisions

Guiding Principle

Safe and Secure

Performance
Measure

Project Measure

Expected reduction in 
fatal / serious injury 

crash rate

# of fatalities per year
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Process for Updating Guiding Principles

• Extensive input from the 
public, stakeholders, and EWG 
Board

• Community engagement 
included:
- Census-weighted survey
- 18 community events throughout 

the region

- Stakeholder interviews

- Publicly available survey
- Two resident focus groups

- In-person and virtual Open 
Houses

Connected 2050 
Community 

Outreach Events, 
Spring 2022
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Board of Directors Workshop (June 29, 2022)

• Key Takeaways for Guiding 
Principles
- Simpler is better

- Include process principles

- Develop a scorecard to track 
progress on principles

• Key Takeaways on Regional 
Priorities
- Economic growth is critical for the 

region

- Need seamless (not competing) 
transportation systems and this 
can be achieved through 
increased collaboration 5



Proposed 
Guiding Principles
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Economic Vitality 

Maximize the region’s economic competitiveness and support growth in quality jobs.

Our Communities 
and Region
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Important Focuses for Transportation and the Economy



Thriving Neighborhoods and Communities
Foster safe, healthy, and attractive places where people love to live, work, and play.

• Residents throughout the region stated 
they want to live in communities that are

• Clean, Safe, Walkable

• Have access to schools, healthcare, parks

• Regional activity centers like St. Charles, 
Kirkwood, Clayton, and Belleville
identified as important job centers and 
destinations

Alton Great Streets, June 2020

Our Communities 
and Region
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A Vibrant Downtown and Central Core
Enhance the attractiveness of downtown St. Louis and the central core to strengthen 
the region.

Goal: 
Restore the 
Core as the 

Vibrant Jobs
and Cultural 
Center of the 

Metropolis

Our Communities 
and Region
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Ranked "Fostering a Vibrant Downtown STL as a 
top Economic Priority



A Healthy and Sustainable Environment
Ensure clean air and waterways and reduce emissions contributing to 
climate change to support the health and well-being of our communities

Our Communities 
and Region
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Safe and Secure Our Transportation 
System
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Provide safe and secure travel for all people, including pedestrians, 
bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists.

Important 
Focuses 

for 
Mobility



Choices and Access for All
Improve public transportation, bicycling and walking, and other alternatives 
to driving to help people of all ages, abilities, and population groups access 
opportunities.

Our Transportation 
System
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Seamless, Efficient, and Reliable
Enhance connectivity, manage congestion, and improve travel time reliability 
to support efficient personal travel and freight movement.

Our Transportation 
System
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What transportation issues are most important to you?



Well-Maintained and Resilient
Ensure that the transportation system is clean, maintained in a state of good 
repair, and resilient to extreme weather and other disruptions.

Our Transportation 
System
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Collaborative
Work together across jurisdictions and communities to support the region’s 
overall economy, environment, and quality of life.

What do you think is important for elected officials and decision‐makers to 
consider when making transportation decisions?

know what the 
people need

work more 
regionally, 
less locally

need to collaborate 
and work in a 
unified way

multiple agencies must 
be involved to allow for 
maximum benefit

an invisible barrier 
between STL City 
and County

Consider how neighbors 
opinions factor into these 

decisions

involve community in 
decision making by having 
open meetings to the public 

Unified, regional 
decision making

Our Process
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Equitable
Ensure the transportation system is working for everyone in the region, and all 
voices are heard, including populations that are traditionally underserved.

Our Process

16



Innovative
Bring leading-edge ideas, technologies, and approaches to address transportation 
challenges and position the region for growth.

• Position the region to compete for the numerous 
discretionary grant programs in IIJA

• Strengthening Mobility and Revolutionizing Transportation 
(SMART) Grants

• Advanced Transportation Technologies & Innovative Mobility 
Deployment

• Reconnecting Communities Pilot Program

• Healthy Streets Program

• Safe Streets and Roads for All

• Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and 
Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT)

Our Process
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Performance-Based
Use data-driven approaches to support wise investment decisions that maximize 
stewardship of limited financial resources.

• Data-driven

• Performance-based 
planning

• Maximize stewardship of 
available funding

• Achieve the region’s 
transportation goals

Our Process

18



Equity Investment 
Analysis
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Why conduct the Equity Investment Analysis?
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Ensure the 
transportation 
system works 
for everyone



Equity Investment Analysis Methodology
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In Progress

Nearing Completion
(1) Historical Analysis

(2) Current Conditions Analysis

(3) Analysis of TIP Spending

In Progress



Historical Analysis: 1930s to 1960s

- Large federal investments in development of the Interstate highway 
system

- Highways were planned in part for “slum clearance” and 
repurposing of areas, resulting in demolition of largely African 
American homes and neighborhoods

EWG generated maps of 2015 satellite imagery with 1950 Sanborn parcel maps overlaid in yellow

- These decisions displaced 
thousands of families and 
businesses, divided 
communities, and reinforced 
segregation

• Transportation and urban renewal policies displaced and divided 
communities  
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Historical Analysis: 1930s to 1960s and Impacts

• Implications 
- Decline in population and employment in 

City of St. Louis
- New suburban development and job 

growth only accessible by auto
- Transit network disinvestment

Mapping Inequality, “Redlining in New Deal America.” 

• Federal housing policies 
- Appraisal standards tied property value and 

loan eligibility to race (“redlining”)
- Disproportionately left African-American 

families out of wealth creation
- Reinforced segregation
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African Americans account for a 
disproportionate share of roadway 
fatalities

Both motorist and bike/pedestrian 
fatalities are disproportionately 
concentrated in low-income tracts

Analysis of Current Conditions: Safety

Metric White Black Other

% of population 68.7% 19.2% 12.1%

% of motorist 
fatalities

65.3% 28.6% 6.1%

% of bike/ped 
fatalities

45.6% 45.6% 8.9%

2016-2020 data, excludes Interstate fatalities
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Analysis of TIP Spending
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Quantitative analysis of 
investments over the 
past 15 years

• By County 

• By Municipality 

• By Project Type



Questions + Answers
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