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St. Louis Regional Freightway 
2022 Multimodal Priority List and Marketing Overview 
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Mission and Goals 

Mission: To optimize the region’s freight 
transportation network through public and 
private partnerships.

Goals: To produce results that strengthen the St. Louis 
Region by increasing job growth through manufacturing and 
logistics, and improving the local economy.

 Regional Freight Needs Analysis and Development 
Plan ‐Maximizing  funding opportunities through 
public‐private partnerships and improving 
multimodal capabilities.

 Develop and implement a Marketing Plan – St. 
Louis Region is recognized as national and global 
premier freight hub
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2022 Freightway Priority Project List Process

Jan 13, 2021
Freight Development Committee 
meeting provides opportunity for 
public and private sector input 
from across the region. Projects 
are vetted with public and private 
stakeholders from across the 
region. 

April 13 , 2021
Freight Development Committee 
reconvenes and finalizes the 
project list. 

May 2021
Freightway Council approval

May 27, 2021
Release draft project list during

FreightWeekSTL 

Sept 2021
Request E-W Gateway Council of 

Governments Board approval 
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2022 Priority Project Criteria
Freight Development Chairman - TRRA President Ron Tindall 

 Economic Impact – To improve the region’s overall competitiveness 
(i.e. new business development, job creation, 1st-order economic benefits)

 Multimodal Impact - To improve the flexibility, reliability, and 
connectivity of the region’s freight network                                           
(i.e. speed of freight, lowering cost, improved reliability)

 Efficiency Impact - To increase the efficient use of the region’s assets 
 Safety in Travel – To advance safety of the region’s transportation 

assets
 Project Readiness
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USDOT Noteworthy Practices

Key Accomplishments
• Improved cross-sector partnerships that increased regional 

competitiveness for funding to benefit freight mobility and 
economic development.

• Created a list of priority freight projects to help inform 
regional and state decision-makers in their development of 
transportation improvement programs.

• Fostered relationship- and consensus-building across 
sectors and jurisdictions leading to improved freight 
decision-making, project development, and funding success.
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2022 Freightway Priority Project List
Project‐specific and regional freight advocacy efforts

Updates include the following:
• Identified the I-70 improvements from 

Route 141 to I-170 as a new high priority 
project.

• Updates to other regionally significant 
projects that have made significant 
construction progress or continue to 
advance towards construction.      
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2022 Freightway Priority Project List 

Updates to other regionally significant projects that have made significant construction
progress or continue to advance towards construction :

I‐255/Davis St Ferry Rd Interchange (IL) ‐ Construction is scheduled FY22

Design is currently underway for the following: 
I‐64 Improvements from Green Mount Rd to IL 158 (IL)
Portions of I‐70 in MO
Portions of I‐270 in IL and Mo 
IL Rte 3 Access Improvements
America’s Central Port Intermodal Improvements
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$222M Merchants Bridge Replacement over the Mississippi River
Terminal Railroad Association of St. Louis (TRRA) 

(This is what success looks like!!!)
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I-270 North Corridor
Hard work pays off! Over $600 mil in 3 years!
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I-70 Improvements from Warrenton to Stan Musial Veterans 
Memorial Bridge (MO) – Highest Priority Project

Projects identified as highest priority with the I-70 corridor: 
• I-70 Outer Roads from Fairgrounds Rd to Cave Springs Rd (MO) – Funded

• I-70 Interchange/Expansion at various locations in St. Charles Co – Funded

• I-70 Additional Lane TR Hughes Blvd to Bryan Rd – Partially Funded

• I-70 Wentzville Curve Improvements to the I-70 - Not Funded

• I-70 Improvements from Route 141 to I-170 – Not Funded

• I-70 Improvements from Convention Center Blvd to Mo Rte 370 – Not Funded

• I-70/I-64 Interchange Improvements – Not Funded 
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Building Awareness
Freightway Marketing Chairman: America’s Central Port 

Dennis Wilmsmeyer
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• Container-on-Barge (COB) service that launched at America’s Central Port in 2020 providing even more flexibility 
for shippers looking to route freight through the St. Louis region

• $25M the STL region received for upgrades and making improvements to the river harbor and terminal facilities

• Arcosa Marine Products, Inc. investment in building two specially designed barges to help promote more 
container movement on the rivers.
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Building partnerships with East Coast Port

• The Port of Virginia is one of the St. Louis region’s primary 
gateways to the world.

• Dedicated, scheduled rail service provided by two Class I 
railroads – Norfolk Southern and CSX.

• 30 ocean carrier services providing access to Asia, Africa, 
Caribbean, Central America, Europe, India, subcontinent, 
Middle East, Mediterranean and South America.

“The advantage for customers in the St. Louis region is your combination of nearby intermodal terminals both Class 
I railroads serve that have very efficient services connecting to the Port of Virginia, which is also building the 
capacity and efficiencies of our port terminals and harbor for the future. The flexibility, the reliability, the efficiencies 
of that global connection is really key. You can’t really just manufacture that. You have that. So, I think building off 
of those efficiencies and knowing those connections exist is key.” - Aaron Katrancha, Director of Breakbulk, Ro-Ro & Rail 
Sales for the Port of Virginia.
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Global Supply Chain Disruptions – Resiliency 
needs redundancy and flexibility

• Demand came back at a speed of recovery and level 
nobody expected. 

• Compounded by severe shortages of products such as 
semiconductors, shipping containers, and raw materials

• Delays due to continued congestion at West Coast ports 
and disruption due to the blockage in the Suez Canal. 

Such challenges actually bode well for the St. Louis region, 
where the strength of the existing freight infrastructure and 
innovative collaborations are providing even more reasons 
for shippers to consider routing freight through the bi-state 
area.  In fact, it appears a hallmark of the St. Louis 
region’s freight network is its inherent flexibility and 
redundancy.
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Leverage Existing Freightway Content 
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Leverage Existing Freightway Content 
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GLOBAL TRADE MAGAZINE 
FEATURES ST. LOUIS REGION
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Media Coverage Highlighting the Merchants Bridge Cruise
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Earned Media Coverage

September 2020 through June 2021

Total Placements: 245
Total Reach: 3.5 million
Total Publicity Value: $1,000,000+

FreightWeekSTL 2021 Alone

Total Placements: 88
Total Reach: 1.2 million
Total Publicity Value: $185,000
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TheFreightway.com
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Freightway Industrial Real Estate Sites

Graphic 1: Updated real estate map from website that includes numbered real 
estate locations

Graphic 2: Gateway Commerce Industrial Real Estate site fact sheet from the 
website. M
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Moving Forward 

• Continue to maximize funding 
opportunities and improve multimodal 
capabilities with USDOT, IDOT, MoDOT 
elected leaders and private sector partners

• Marketing - Continue to advance container on 
barge/vessel development, build partnerships 
with gulf and coastal ports and attract shippers 
and carriers.

• Evaluating rail accessible sites, then 
addressing challenges to elevate to developer 
ready status.
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Thank you!


