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Urban Waters Federal Partnership



https://www.epa.gov/urbanwaterspartners

Urban Waters Federal Partnership

The Urban Waters Partnership reconnects urban communities, 
particularly those that are overburdened or economically distressed, 
with their waterways by improving coordination among federal 
agencies. 

The Partnership also collaborates with community-led revitalization 
efforts to improve our Nation's water systems and promote their 
economic, environmental and social benefits.



The Meramec River and Big River UWFP





The Big River Clean-up and Restoration Effort is a coalition of 
federal, state and non-governmental organizations dedicated to 
restoring the Big River with the support of landowners and the 
public. 

Big River Clean-up and Restoration Effort

•U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
•U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
•U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
•U.S. Department of Health and Human Services/Agency 
for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry
•Missouri Department of Natural Resources
•Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services
•Missouri Department of Conservation
•The Nature Conservancy
•East-West Gateway Council of Governments



•Remove built up contaminated sediment from behind dams and other 
structures,
•Restore trees and vegetation along the riverbank,
•Stabilize eroding riverbanks with engineered designs using trees, shrubs 
and rocks,
•Restore native mussels, crayfish, and fish, and
•Address contaminated yard soil.

Big River Clean-up and Restoration Effort

https://www.epa.gov/urbanwaterspartners/big-river-
clean-and-restoration-effort-missouri













Urban Waters 
Ambassador Activities

• Funding Research
• Communications Strategy Implementation/Outreach

• Dangers of Lead
• Blood Lead Levels Testing
• Soil Lead Levels Testing
• Residential Soil Remediation

• Workplan Update
• State and Federal Agency Collaboration



Thank you!
Contact Information

Mary Grace Lewandowski, AICP 
Director of Community Planning
314-421-4220 
618-274-2750
marygrace@ewgateway.org
www.ewgateway.org


