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Mississippi River Cities & Towns Initiative:
An Association of United States Mayors

 Clean Water

 Sustainable Economies

 Disaster Resilience and Adaptation

 International Food and Water Security

 Celebration of River Culture, History, and Heritage
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COMMITMENT TO REDUCING PLASTIC WASTE

Plastic Pollution impacts more 
than the river valley. Up to 

80% marine plastic originates 
from land-based sources. 

The Mississippi River drains 
40% of the continental United 
States, creating a conduit for 
our litter to reach the Gulf of 

Mexico.
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https://youtu.be/lhGvFLLp6dA

https://youtu.be/lhGvFLLp6dA
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Protecting Our Water from WastePILOT CITIES SELECTED:



https://debristracker.org/


March 15 – April 25, 2021





BOTTLE TAG – GPS TRACKING



WHAT’S NEXT? 
INSPIRE AND TAKE ACTION

• Analyze the data to find:

• What are the most common items we 
can target

• Where are the best places to target

• Understand the interconnected nature 
of our communities

• Expand the initiative to gain a broader 
perspective on debris entering the river

• Work together with corporate partners to 
reduce their consumer waste and ensure 
higher reuse and recycling rates 



IT’S ONLY A MATTER

OF TIME

Thank you!
Jennifer Wendt
Plastic Waste Reduction Campaign Manager
jwendt@mrcti.org

Learn more at:
The Mississippi River Plastic Pollution 
Initiative | UNEP - UN Environment 
Programme

www.unep.org/regions/north-america/regional-
initiatives/mississippi-river-plastic-pollution-initiative
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