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AGENDA 
INTER AGENCY CONSUTLATION GROUP 

Tuesday, October 27, 2020 
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm 
Virtual Meeting 

DUE TO COVID-19 OUTBREAK, EAST-WEST GATEWAY’S OFFICES ARE 
CURRENTLY CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC AND WILL BE UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE  

You can listen/talk and/or view the meeting via: 
Computer, tablet, or smartphone: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/111506333 

You can also dial in using your phone. 
United States: +1 (571) 317‐3122 

Access Code: 111‐506‐333 

1. Call to Order
‐ Carol Lawrence, East‐West Gateway Council of Governments

2. Update on FY 2021 – 2024 TIP and Related Amendments to Update to
Connected2045
‐ East‐West Gateway Council of Governments

3. Update on Mid‐Year Conformity Determination
‐ East‐West Gateway Council of Governments

4. Other Business

5. Adjournment
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Meeting Notes 

Inter Agency Consultation Group 

Tuesday, August 25, 2020 

2:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

Virtual Meeting 

 

Members 

Carol Lawrence – East-West Gateway Council of Governments 

Kevin Jemison – Illinois Department of Transportation 

Betsy Tracy – Federal Highway Administration - IL 

Tom Caldwell - Illinois Department of Transportation 

Christopher Schmidt – Illinois Department of Transportation 

Mark Leath – Missouri Department of Natural Resources 

Francisco Cortalezzi – Missouri Department of Transportation 

Mike Henderson - Missouri Department of Transportation 

Jed Wolkins – U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 7 

 

Staff 

Mary Grace Lewandowski  Jason Lange  Maureen McCarthy  Lubna Shoaib 

Jennifer Vuitel  Josh Schwenk  Rachael Pawlak 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

The meeting of the Inter Agency Consultation Group (IACG) was called to order by Carol 

Lawrence, East-West Gateway Council of Governments (EWG).   

 

2. Update on FY 2021-2024 Transportation Improvement Program and Conformity 

Determination 

- East-West Gateway Council of Governments 

 

This month, 18 exempt Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) projects were added to the 

FY 2021-2024 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). They are carry-over projects from 

the FY 2020-2023 TIP and Conformity Determination. Their air quality status did not change. 

Contract lettings on these projects are scheduled from October 2020 through March 2021. Their 

inclusion will allow these projects to move to construction. 

 

The comment period for the Conformity Determination and the FY 2021-2024 TIP ran from June 

30 through August 5. These documents were available on the EWG web site.  Two virtual open 

houses were held in July with a total of 27 people attending. Three comments were received, 

none were for conformity. The EWG Board of Directors is to act on the Conformity 

Determination and TIP at their meeting on Wednesday, August 26.  After that, EWG staff will 

package and transmit these documents. 
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3. IDOT Program Release and Next Steps 

- East-West Gateway Council of Governments 

 

On July 21, 2020 the IDOT program was officially released by Governor Pritzker. There are 91 

projects proposed in Madison, Monroe and St. Clair Counties. In April 2020 IDOT provided 

EWG with information for these projects. This information was included in the regional 

emissions analysis run in April - June 2020 for the Conformity Determination for the FY 2021-

2024 TIP As the IDOT program was not released before the June 30, 2020 start of EWG’s public 

comment period for these documents, information about it was not included in the Conformity 

document’s Appendix A – Transportation Planning Projects.  

 

Of the 91 IDOT projects, 69 were included in the Conformity Determination for the FY 2020-

2023 TIP and include six regionally significant projects.  There are 22 projects which are new to 

the FY 2021-2024 program. The majority are classified as exempt but there is one project 

(7100N-21) noted as phase II engineering only (a lane addition to I-270) which is identified as 

regionally significant. Note, there are no construction funds programmed in the TIP for this 

project. Phase II engineering is the development of the final plans and takes place after NEPA in 

Illinois. Construction for this project is included in the Long Range Transportation Plan. It was 

part of the regional emissions analysis for the Conformity Determination for the FY 2021-2024 

TIP and the one done for the Conformity Determination for the FY 2020-2023 TIP. After 

conferring with EPA Region 7, it was determined that the change of status for project 7100N-21 

for phase II engineering only, would not trigger a new Regional Emissions Analysis. 

 

EWG staff are proposing to amend the FY 2021-2024 TIP to include the July 2020 IDOT 

program and conduct a Mid-Year Conformity Determination. The EWG Board of Directors 

would act on both at their January 2021 meeting. 

 

A Conformity Determination always has to be performed. However, it may not be necessary to 

perform a new regional emissions analysis. Per 40 CFR §93.122(g), EWG plans to rely on a 

previous regional emissions analysis to demonstrate conformity for the Amendment to the FY 

2021-2024 TIP. Will rely on the regional emissions analysis performed for the FY 2021-2024 

TIP.  

 

To be able to do so: 

 Information about the IDOT projects were part of the previous regional emissions 

analysis done as part of the Conformity Determination for the FY 2021-2024 TIP.  

 There have been no significant changes in the design scope and or concept for regionally 

significant projects. 

 No additional years are being added to the TIP. 

 The previous 20-year analysis, Conformity Determination for Update to Connected2045, 

was completed in 2019 so it is no more than four years old. The most recent Conformity 

Determination performed by EWG is for the FY 2021-2024 TIP. It will be acted upon by 

the EWG Board of Directors at their August 26, 2020 meeting. 

 

Earlier this month, EWG talked with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 7 

about this approach.  After internal EPA discussion, reliance on a previous regional emissions 
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analysis can be the path forward for the Mid-Year Conformity Determination. The change of 

status for project 7100N-21 for phase II engineering only, would not trigger a Regional 

Emissions Analysis. 

 

In addition, since the beginning of June there have been no changes to the planning assumptions 

which are used in the regional emissions analysis and no new MOVES model.  

 

EWG staff asked for consensus from the IACG that for the regional emissions analysis portion of 

the Mid-Year Conformity Determination, EWG could rely upon the regional emissions analysis 

done as part of the Conformity Determination for the FY 2021-2024 TIP. There was consensus 

from the IACG to this approach.  

 

A motion was made by Mr. Henderson, MoDOT, that the Mid-Year Conformity Determination 

for the Amendment to the FY 2021-2024 TIP begins on August 25, 2020. Mr. Schmidt, IDOT, 

seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

 

More specifics about the Mid-Year Conformity Determination will be presented at the October 

IACG meeting. 

 

4. Other Business/Adjournment 

 

The next meeting of the IACG will be October 27, 2020 and will be virtual. There being no other 

business, the meeting of the Inter Agency Consultation Group was adjourned. 
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