
STARRS
St. Louis Area Regional 

Response System



All inclusive definition: natural and 
man-made disasters, or intentional acts 
involving chemical, biological, 
radiological nuclear or explosive 
(CBRNE) agents.

Major Incidents



STARRS Funding
Urban Areas Security Initiative (UASI)            

FY 2013 & FY 2014 budgets

Hospital Preparedness Program (HPP), Office 
of Assistant Secretary of Preparedness 
Response (ASPR)

St. Louis Area Hospital Donations 



Requests for Funding

Must Support Regional Incident Response

Threat Hazard Identification & Risk Assessment

St. Louis Regional Homeland Security Strategy

Reviewed & Approved by 
– Subcommittee 

– STARRS Finance Committee 

– STARRS Board of Directors



STARRS Organization

STARRS Board of Directors

– Mayor John Miller, President 
City of Collinsville, Illinois 

– Abraham Cook, Vice President                                           
Director, Franklin County, Missouri Emergency Management 
Agency

– Gary Christmann, Treasurer
Commissioner, St. Louis City Emergency Management Agency 

– Joann Leykam, Secretary 
Director Administration, St. Charles County, Missouri
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Regional Emergency 
Response Resources

 Fire Mutual Aide
– Chief Brent Saunders, O’Fallon, IL FPD & IL 

MABAS Coordinator
– Chief Greg Brown, Eureka, MO FPD & 

MoSCOPE Coordinator

 Law Enforcement Response
– Capt. Dave Todd, St. Charles Co. Sheriff’s Dept.
– Sgt Bill Roche, St. Louis Co PD & Fusion Center

 Healthcare Coordination ESF-8
– Debbie Beezley, SLU Heartland Center
– Gary Christmann, Commissioner, St. Louis City 

Emergency Management Agency

 Local Public Health Coordination
– Barb Whitaker, St. Clair Co.  Dept of Health
– John Anthony, St. Louis Co. Dept of Health

CBRNE Response Medical Surge & Mass Prophylaxis 



MoSCOPE Region C & 
MABAS 32 & 35

Mutual Aid Partnership



MoSCOPE 

• Multi‐discipline, multi‐jurisdictional statewide plan 
provides one “playbook”

• RSMo 44.090 & RSMo 320.090

• Missouri Mutual Aid System for Fire Resources 

• Missouri Unified Law Enforcement Mutual Aid Plan

• Emergency Medical Services Mutual Aid Plan 

• K9 Mutual Aid Plan (Moscope‐K9) 

• Coroners Mutual Aid Plan [under development]



• Statewide with over 75% fire service participation 
• 69 Statewide Divisions
• Includes Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Wisconsin, City of 
St. Louis & 15 Missouri Fire Service Agencies

• Division 32 covers St. Clair & Monroe Counties & 
City of St. Louis

• Division 35 covers Madison County with 
Approximately  50% departments on‐board 



STARRS
St. Louis Area Regional Response System

• Hazmat Response Teams

• Urban Search & Rescue Teams

• EMS Task Force

• Incident Support Teams

Fire Regional Response Resources



Regional Hazmat Response

• 7 Hazmat Regional Response Teams
– City of St. Louis Fire Department Hazmat
– Franklin County Hazmat
– Jefferson County Hazmat
– Madison County Hazmat
– St. Clair County Specialty Emergency Services Unit
– St Charles County Hazmat
– St. Louis County Hazmat



St. Louis Metro Urban Search & Rescue

• 5 USAR Task Forces
– Trench/Collapse & Confined Space Rescue

– Swift Water/Flood Water Rescue

– Medical Team

– K‐9 Search capabilities

– Heavy Rigging Specialist

– Disaster Structural Engineers
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STARRS Public Health 
Committee Report

John Anthony MT(ASCP) CIC

Barbara Whitaker MPH, BSN, RN

Public Health Co-Chairs 



STARRS 
Public Health Committee

 Committee Co-chairs:

 Barbara Whitaker MPH, BSN, RN
 Public Health Emergency Response Manager, 

St. Clair County Health Department

 John Anthony MT(ASCP) CIC
 Emergency Preparedness Manager

St. Louis County Department of Health

 Approximately 15 - 20 active members.





Collaboration & Response through 
EMA

H
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N
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The Health Departments collaborated with 
various groups through out the STARRS Region 
one example is St. Clair County Health 
Department requested the use of a Western 
Shelter Tent for one Point of Dispensing (POD)



Collaboration & Response 
Public Health to Public Health 

The Health Departments collaborated with other 
Health Departments throughout the STARRS 
Region. One example is when St. Clair County  
needed additional vaccine storage when 
conducting a large scale off-site vaccine clinic, a 
request was made to East Side Health District to 
borrow their off-site vaccine storage unit. All 
nine Health Departments have these units.  





Equipment Purchased
RSS Equipment:

Carts, hand trucks, walk ramp, tool 
set, pallet truck, tape dispenser, grip 
knife, wheel chocks, bungee cords, 
trailer jacks, strapping tape, etc.

POD Equipment:

Refrigerator/Freezer, vaccine 
carrying case, surge beds, blankets, 
gloves, masks, bio-hazard bags, 
Transport chairs, AED’s

ESSENCE: 

Software, books, training DVD and 
Workshop



Where are we going now?
Closed PODS
 Materials and promotion of Closed PODS

Open PODS
 Equipment, education and training

Medical Reserve Corp
 Equipment and promotion

 Electronic Dispensing
 Training
 Dispensing Training
 WEB EOC Training 



Anna

Emergency 
Support Function 
#8 (ESF8)

St. Louis Medical 
Operations Center 
(SMOC)



ESF 8 Committee 

Hospitals
Public Health
Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
Emergency Management Agency (EMA)
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SMOC
 Regional coordination entity supported and 

staffed by healthcare organizations including 
public health to help coordinate decision 
making for hospitals

when hospitals need assistance beyond their walls

 Supported by volunteers from the medical 
community (administrative, clinical, non-clinical) 
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STARRS Response Plans 
for Healthcare
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Hospital Evacuation & Transportation 
Plan

38



Building the Infrastructure of Support
Regional Planning and Healthcare

St. Louis Regional Emergency Resource Coordination Plan
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Activation
40

Activation through Central
County 9-1-1 Dispatch Center



How We Communicate Among 
Facilities
 E-Sponder

 EMResource

 Radio Communications for Duty Officers and 

each Hospital EOCs 
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Hospital Equipment 
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 MedSleds

 Spot Coolers

 Pelican Light Cases 



Hospital Preparedness
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Burn Cache Cart
Decontamination Trailer
MCI/BLS Trailers
Impaired Mobility Trailer
Pediatric Surge Trailers
Pediatric Small Cache
PPE Trailer
Pulmonary Cache Trailer
Sheltering Trailer
Functional Needs Cache




