Reconnecting to the Rivers

andthé

2021 Global Freshwaters Summit




oz Bl 8

Freshwater issues from a variety of
perspectives

Community conversations
Local stakeholders

Public witnhess & participation




Understanding and communlcatlng the
Importance of the river

Valuing the river’s gifts

Nurturing and restoring a natural river

Protecting and respecting the rivers

Living with the river, its floodplains, and
wetlands




. Bmld appreC|at|on of the |V|ISSISSIppI River. We
know that people do not advocate for
something until they understand their.
..relatlonshlp with it and apprecnate it.

=3 __Grow aWa,reness of how |mportant the river.is

,;*r--f”i:er are made and how mdmduals can actlvely

J ;ﬁuPport the well-being of our river.




Conversatlon 2:
Understandmg and Communicating

the Importance of the River
How do-We convey greater social and civic
‘understanding of the R_lver'-’

How is-theRiver perCéi:iiéd in our society?

s=\What descrlptlve terms, narrative, images,

sounds and-other medium/methods do we use
to communicate its |mportance?

Are there more effective means of
communicating-appreciation of rivers for those
who.do.not:know-them weII espemally children
and'youth? :

What is.effective river advocacy?




Conversation 3:
Valuing the River’s Gifts

How can we reach a more realistic valuation of the
river — including recognition for biodiversity,
wetlands?

How does the rlver support and affect our

economy’ Y

iC m services are prowded by
and 'f""n be restored?
What are the n*ets on society when the River’s
benefits are externalized?
Which commercial emphasis (e.g., recreation,
tourism, agriculture) might be made to privilege the
river’s well-being?




Conversation 4:
Nurturing and Restoring a Natural River

S HeW do.we best care for the river, and by SO domg,_

care forall life?"

What is the nature of the river?

What life is supported-by-the river?

How do we protect and care for its natural
systems?

Where have we made room for the natural river?
How do:we balance increasing intensity of rainfall
‘and flooding with communities’ needs for

‘protection and growth?




Protectlng and Respectmg the Rlvers

How do we acknowledge the rlver ’s glfts and
identity? - | i
—» What is the First People’s example of respect for
~ the River? -

s What is environmental personhood and how Wwill
it benefit the river? - f |
How can the river’s envnrenmenta‘l rights be -
effectuated? .

How can our spiritual, erﬁotlonal and

intellectual river values be codified in the Iegel 2

and trénsactlonaI/ownershlp\world we/llve in?
I
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"'Cbhversation 6: e |
lemg With the River and.its
Floodplains and Wetlands "

Where and how do we live with the river?
What are the places that'are most important to
the river in which we live, work and play?
Where is flooding and why does it occur?

How can we better design our communities,
farms and other modified lands to function in
harmony with the river and nature?

Where can we make room for the river?
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The Lifeblood of the Heartland | ;

watershed s y/StEL! roots
tens of thousands & -,~< ears old
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| Avenue of Industry

Wiiddle MISSISSIppI River Valley

lransportation and settlement

through the industrial City of
St.. Louls
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APR. 28, 1973

JAN. 1, 2016

.6 billion
erway revenue fuels
shipping industry jobs.

3,500 levees
and about
190 underwater dams

restrict the river”
maintain a main







Select a Topic

How has the Mississippi River been damaged?

Why is it important to restore the river?

What is an ecosystem?

How is the river being restored?

How are people helping the river?




Why Is It Important to Restore the River?

Select a Topic

| Kat McCain explains the importance of restoration

Brad Walker on the costs and benefits of a healthy river

David Wilson on economics and ecology

P=IBack to Main Menu
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Kat McCain
Chief of Environmental Planning

US Army Corps of Engineers
P el '“'"'——".—-"‘f'gyga : RFmy Corps

A Engineers ___
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