
Pocket School sits on Pocket Road 
boarded up and looking almost the 

same as it did the day it closed, which was 
probably sometime in the 1950s. Many ru-
ral schools began as early as the 1850s and 
remained in service until the baby-boom 
brought about a change.

Early schools were within walking distance 
for students and also, along with churches, 
served as community and social centers. 
Many of the frame and brick buildings 
were similar, but each district was unique. 
Some locales had their own style of school-
house. But the most-used design was 
something like a small house with a front 
porch entrance and a row of big windows 
down the side for natural light. They were 
heated with a pot-bellied stove and cooled 
by the breeze. There was no electricity, wa-
ter was from a hand pump in the yard and 
restrooms were “out back.”

Though the country school seems to have 
vanished from the landscapes of today, 
some that remain have been turned into 
residences. Others have been rescued and 
refurbished to become museums. Many 
have been moved to new locations in order 
to save them. The rest sit and wait, holding 
their dear memories for someone, remain-
ing symbols of the beginning of the free 
educational system in America. 

Pocket School, Centreville, Illinois
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Elm Grove School, known as The Little 
Red Schoolhouse in Hazelwood, Mis-

souri was relocated in 1970. Originally built 
at the intersection of Taylor Road and Lind-
bergh Boulevard, it was dismantled and the 
materials were stored at a private residence 
until local historians decided where it 
should be rebuilt. 

The school dates from the early 1850s 
when it was called the Dickson School. For 
nearly a century the schoolhouse was filled 
with children grades first through eighth. 
There was no electricity until the late 1940s 
and the only source of heat was a pot-
bellied stove in the middle of the room. 
Students rotated their seats so that every-
one got a chance to sit close to the heat.

Hazelwood history was made in this little 
schoolhouse when it was the site for 
the first meeting to organize the city of 
Hazelwood. When the school closed in 
1950, a meeting was called to discuss con-
solidation with Florissant. It was during this 
meeting that the Hazelwood School District 
was formed.

The Little Red Schoolhouse now sits proud-
ly inside Brookes Park and houses the same 
desks and stove that were in it the day it 
was closed 60 years ago. Elm Grove School, Hazelwood, Missouri (The Little Red Schoolhouse)
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Cedar Grove School was built about 
1900 in a settlement area on Route O 

about half-way between Robertsville and 
I-44 in Boles Township in Franklin County. 
Other buildings probably existed before 
this one; there are memories in the area of 
one existing as early as the late 1850s. In 
the 1880s it was known as “Devil’s Bend 
School,” probably because of the winding 
roads in the area.

In the 1940s there were fewer and fewer 
students attending Cedar Grove. Students 
eventually were transferred to Robertsville 
School. For three or four years they were 
bused into Robertsville in a Model A panel 
truck that had been converted to a bus.

The schoolhouse was decommissioned 
around 1944. Finally in 1992 it was rescued 
by a former student, Mary Sanderlin after 
it had been sitting in disrepair for over 40 
years. The schoolhouse was updated, used 
for a small lawn and garden center busi-
ness and later converted into a residence.

Cedar Grove School, Robertsville, Missouri
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Monroe City School, circa 1918, 
remained open until 1955. Recently 

it was donated by the owner to the 
Valmeyer Community Heritage Society and 
was moved 10 miles up the bluff to its 
new location in new Valmeyer. Plans are to 
make it a museum showcasing one-room 
schools and old Valmeyer School District 
memorabilia. 

Moving day was a highly orchestrated 
event involving multiple Ameren crews 
to clear the path as the old school slowly 
made its way down KK Road, through old 
Valmeyer and up the long winding slope of 
the bluffs to new Valmeyer.

After the great flood of 1993, Valmeyer 
decided to completely relocate to higher 
ground. Everything in the new town is 
new. Having this old building will add 
some special history.

Monroe City School, Valmeyer, Illinois
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Before the Marissa Academy was 
founded in the fall of 1886, educa-

tion in Marissa, Illinois was limited to the 
elementary school grades. The community 
and church leaders felt that there was a 
need for secondary education and thus 
the Marissa Academy, a tuition school, was 
organized. Classes were held in various fa-
cilities until 1891 when construction of the 
Marissa Academy building began. Classes 
began in this facility that fall. Upon gradu-
ation the students who attended this acad-
emy were admitted to Monmouth College 
without taking entrance examinations. 

In 1976 the St. Clair County Historical 
Society recognized the academy building 
as a unique architectural structure and 
awarded it their “Landmark” plaque.

In 1994 Marissa Academy was placed on 
the National Registry of Historic Places and 
today houses the Marissa Historical and 
Genealogical Society.

Marissa Academy, Marissa, Illinois
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Old Ballwin School was built in 1900 
and was in service until about 1938 

when it was sold and converted into a 
home.

Ten years ago, the developer of Olde Towne 
Plaza shopping center moved the building 
to 308 Jefferson Street from its original site 
at 110 Elm Street.

After the move, work started to return 
the building to its original condition. This 
meant tearing out walls and removing the 
improvements made by homeowners over 
the years.

The bell now in the tower was donated by 
Raymir Behrens Buer, of Town & Country, 
in memory of her father, Ray Behrens. The 
Gebhardt family, who went to the school, 
donated another bell, which is kept inside.

Donated labor and services have been 
important in bringing this school back. The 
Ballwin Historical Commission and the city 
also held fundraisers to fund it.

Next on the agenda is encouraging local 
schools to bring students to tour the 
building and see for themselves where this 
part of the American educational system 
began.Old Ballwin School, Ballwin, Missouri
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Shoemaker School is keeping history 
alive in Monroe County as a new mu-

seum and welcome center. Through grants 
and donations this 1852 building was 
renovated by the city of Columbia and is 
now open to the public.

The museum inside displays relics from 
days long ago and vintage maps of the 
county showing where its nearly 60 one-
room schoolhouses were located.

Originally the schoolhouse was built by 
a local farmer for the education of his 
children. In the 1880s it was given to the 
local school district and was open until 
1951 when the Columbia School District 
was created. At that time about seven of 
the old schools were closed. Shoemaker 
was then used as a home for several 
decades.

Saving these little pieces of history for fu-
ture generations helps citizens understand 
the heritage of an area. 

Shoemaker School, Columbia, Illinois
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Old Cold Water School, built in 1859, 
replaced the log building by the same 

name that had burned down in 1850.

The Old Cold Water School is one of 13 
schoolhouses that became the Hazelwood 
School District in the early 1950s. 
These schools were Brown, Cold Water, 
Vossenkemper, Pea Ridge, Columbia 
Bottom, Prigge, Twillman, Black Jack, Elm 
Grove, Hyatt, Rosary, Garrett and Bonfils. 

A former student, Helen Friedman, re-
members her two-mile walk to school with 
her friends. Inside, smaller desks were on 
the left side, larger on the right, with a 
wide aisle between. Older boys raised the 
flag and rang the bell everyday. Everyone 
recited the Pledge of Allegiance and sang 
from the Golden Book of Songs in the 
morning. A furnace in the basement was 
stoked every morning in the winter months 
by a school board member.

Saved from demolition, today the school is 
the centerpiece for the Hazelwood School 
District Art and History Park in Hazelwood. 
The park will feature sculptures based on 
student artwork and will include an amphi-
theater. The school building will become a 
museum.

Old Cold Water School, Florissant, Missouri
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Wolf Branch School began as a log 
building in 1863. This 1921 brick 

school was the second brick school built on 
this site. The first was made of handmade 
bricks from the landowner’s brickyard. 
The school is located between present day 
Swansea and Fairview Heights. It was used 
until 1957 when a new larger school was 
built not far away.

Wolves often prowled in the area of the 
nearby creek or “branch” which gave 
the school its name. One of the county 
expenditures for 1909 included $104 as 
the amount paid during the year for wolf 
scalps.

When students attended the country 
schools, classes started later in the fall and 
let out earlier in the spring because the 
children had to help around the farm. As a 
result, it was not uncommon for students 
to remain in school until they were 19 
years old.

On the last day of school every year a big 
picnic would be organized, lasting all day 
with games and food. Each family brought 
a big basket lunch which would be placed 
on a long table to share. 

Old Wolf Branch School, Fairview Heights, Illinois
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In historic Leclaire, Illinois, village founder, 
Nels O. Nelson, strongly advocated free 

education for all, and at The Academy, 
young people from both the village of 
Leclaire and nearby Edwardsville attended 
school free of charge. Nelson was a 
businessman with a vision for a cooperative 
community. He promoted good working 
conditions, profit-sharing and his plumbing 
supply factories were innovative.

Children moved through a three-phase 
education system structured by Nelson, 
beginning with kindergarten. After kinder-
garten to age twelve, students followed a 
normal course of instruction. Between the 
ages of twelve and eighteen, time was di-
vided between classroom academic instruc-
tion and training in manual skills.

Adults also benefited from The Academy, 
which housed a 2,000 volume library and 
provided space for public meetings and 
debates. 

Leclaire was annexed by Edwardsville in the 
1930s, but the area retains the character 
of the original development. In 1979 the 
village of Leclaire was put on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

Leclaire Academy, built in 1895, is now 
open to the public as a children’s museum.Leclaire Academy, Edwardsville, Illinois, in historic Leclaire neighborhood.
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Old Baker School is what the present 
day little sign tacked to the building 

reads. According to further research in a 
publication entitled “Old Schools, Jefferson 
County, MO 1806-1952,” by Della Lang, 
the name was later changed to Hillcrest 
School sometime between 1918 and 1923. 
This was not uncommon, but the reason 
is unknown. In 1906 it was called Baker 
School and this was probably close to the 
time that it was built, although there is no 
clear record.

By 1938 the little school closed. Attendance 
had dropped to only five students in previ-
ous years and in 1938 it only enrolled two. 
The final teacher was Carol Miller.

The old building sits alone in a quiet 
wooded setting far off the beaten path in 
Central Township. A winding gravel lane 
follows the ridge up the hill to this serene 
spot on what is now private property.

Baker School, (later Hillcrest School), Jefferson County, Missouri
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John Marshall School, circa 1900, is not 
a one-room facility by far, but in the 

populated city of St. Louis the buildings 
took on a grander scale. The school was 
one of many in St. Louis designed by archi-
tect William B. Ittner. The design consists 
of rear extending wings which is a feature 
he formulated just before his next series 
of “Open Plan” schools. These rear wings 
distinguish the building architecturally 
from those he designed before and after 
this one. The school is located at the edge 
of the residential neighborhood known as 
the Ville.

John Marshall became an intermediate 
school for blacks in 1918 and is an inte-
gral part of the educational ensemble that 
served to make the Ville unique in its role 
in the history of African-Americans in St. 
Louis. In 1910 Sumner High School for 
blacks was relocated nearby and in 1914 
Harriet Beecher Stowe Teachers’ College 
was added to the mix and the Ville became 
the only neighborhood in St. Louis in which 
black residents could complete their educa-
tion through college just a few blocks from 
home, something possible for few black 
students anywhere in Missouri at that time.

This Classical Revival style four-story brick 
landmark was put on the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1990. 

John Marshall School, St. Louis, Missouri
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