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WATER TRAILS

Most of us live close to a river, stream or lake but 
do you realize the role that our waterways play in 
enhancing our quality of life? Healthy waterways 
provide plentiful supplies of clean drinking water, 
thriving fish and wildlife habitat, natural protection 
from flooding, and abundant recreational 
opportunities. 



A Water Trail is a 
waterway adopted by a 
local community or 
organization that is 
dedicated to improving 
family-friendly recreation 
such as fishing, boating, 
and wildlife watching, and 
conserving land and water 
resources. Just as hiking 
trails are designed to help 
people explore the land, 
Water Trails help people 
discover their waterways 
and provide them with a 
host of benefits.

Water Trails
A good thing waiting to happen



 Water Trails are marked routes on navigable 
waterways such as streams, rivers and lakes for 
people using small non-motorized boats such as 
kayaks, canoes, rafts, or rowboats. Some Water 
Trails may be suitable for float tubing or developed 
in concert with motorized use. Water Trails not 
only require suitable access points and take-outs 
for exit but also provide places onshore to camp 
and picnic, and other facilities for boaters.

What is a water trail?



When people don't feel a 
connection with their 
waterway, they're less likely 
to care for it - which can 
lead to pollution, 
irresponsible development, 
and overall negligence. 
Water Trails can help 
remedy this problem and 
inspire people to view their 
waterways as a resource 
and take action to protect 
and restore them.



 Protect the environment. Water Trails galvanize citizen 
support for clean water and healthy streamside lands. They 
inspire people to protect important habitat and provide 
corridors for people and wildlife. While specific protections 
vary from state to state, Water Trails are often associated 
with conservation easements, land acquisition, stream buffer 
requirements, stream flow protections, and higher water 
quality standards.

 Enhance local economies. Water Trails are economic 
drivers that benefit businesses and quality of life. According 
to The Outdoor Foundation, 113 million Americans enjoy 
fishing, paddling, and trail activities yearly, generating 1.6 
million jobs and $20 billion in state and federal revenue.

Why do we need Water trails?



Why do we need Water trails?

 Promote healthy living. Exercise is important for maintaining good 
health in all stages of life, however many people do not regularly 
exercise. Water Trails provide a safe, inexpensive avenue for regular 
exercise for people living in urban, suburban, and rural areas.

 Preserve history and community identity. Water Trails have the 
power to connect us to our heritage by preserving historic places and 
providing access to them. Through these cultural, historic and natural 
places, Water Trails enhance a sense of   community identity and 
pride.

 Connect people and places. Water Trails connect urban and rural 
communities to parks, forests, and refuges. Through them, we create 
a valuable legacy that honors the past, enriches the present, and 
provides a precious gift to the future.



Existing water trails



http://www.greatriverwatertrail.org/



https://www.nps.gov/watertrails





http://iowawatertrails.org/



River connections
Bringing people and their rivers together



Saturday, April 8, 2017
Washington River Festival and Clean-up 2017
Rennick Riverfront Park - Washington, MO

Washington, Mo. is one of the most river-centric towns on the Lower Missouri 
River. The beautiful park overlooking the river is the ideal place to hold, not 
just a community river clean-up, but also a local river festival highlighting the 
town's connection to the river.

http://www.riverrelief.org



Saturday, April 29, 2017
RIDE THE RIVER WITH A RANGER
Learn how to float with the experts
Hideaway Harbor Park near Portage de Sioux to West Alton

Ride the River with a Ranger, a new program led by St. Charles County Park 
Rangers, teaches guests ages 12 and older how to safely canoe down the 
river. These guided river excursions are perfect for individuals, groups, 
scouts and organizations. www.stccparks.org



Floatzilla goes for world record of largest 
connected raft of canoes and kayaks

The record of 2,099 was set last year in Suttons Bay, Mich. The count at last 
year's Floatzilla in Des Moines, Iowa was just less than 1,400, according to 
Kathy Wine of River Action, which organizes the event.

http://www.floatzilla.org/



Floating Dreams By Paul Jackson
Aerial visual documentary of the 10th annual MR340 Missouri River “death race”.

This race is a 340 mile, non-stop endurance test from Kansas City to St. 
Charles, across Missouri by human-powered boats. With only 88 hours to 
complete, only about two thirds of the teams finish.

http://rivermiles.com/mr340/



missouririverwatertrail.org



Paddling the Missouri River Water Trail

Paddling on the Missouri River is not as complex as is initially perceived 
from shore. The majority of the turbulent water is concentrated near river 
training structures. Paddling in the main channel is very much like being 
on an escalator or moving treadmill at an airport, where once you are up to 
speed, things are straightforward.

missouririverwatertrail.org



”YUCK, I wouldn't paddle on that river…the water is filthy and I heard that it 
stinks". This can unfortunately represent a typical response from those who 
have never been on the lower Missouri River. 

Missouri River has water quality 
comparable to the Lake of the Ozarks, 
which has become a well recognized 
recreational icon.



Support Water Trails in your Community



Chain of Rocks portage



North Riverfront Park



Maple Island, Riverlands



Columbia Bottoms



Greater St. Louis Region


