INTER AGENCY CONSULTATION GROUP
Tuesday, March 29, 2016
East-West Gateway Board Room

Members Present:

Carol Lawrence, Chair — East-West Gateway Council of Governments

Michael Coulson - East-West Gateway Council of Governments

Stacy Allen - Missouri Department of Natural Resources

Mike Henderson - Missouri Department of Transportation

David Bloomberg — lllinois Environmental Protection Agency

Betsy Tracy — Federal Highway Administration, lllinois

Heather Hamilton - U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 7 (Telephone)

Others Present:
Curtis Jones - lllinois Department of Transportation

Staff:
Mary Grace Lewandowski Lubna Shoaib Jason Lange

1. Call to Order

The meeting of the Inter Agency Consultation Group (IACG) was called to order by’
Carol Lawrence, East-West Gateway Council of Governments (EWG). Mr. Coulson,
EWG, announced that he will be retiring from EWG on May 6. Ms. Lawrence, EWG,
said that his knowledge and insight into the Conformity process will be missed.

2 Update FY 2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program and Conformity
Determination
East-West Gateway Council of Governments

Mr. Lange, EWG, said that the FY 2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) and Conformity Determination documents are on track for approval by the EWG
Board of Directors on August 31, 2016. The date of the approval is different because
the Board adjusted their meeting calendar to meet in August and skip July. The draft
documents will be out for public comment by the end of June. Local project applications
have been received and staff has begun to identify those projects which are regionally
significant and included in the regional travel demand modeling and regional emissions
analysis. The majority of the local projects are for resurfacing. April 8 is the deadline
for lllinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), Missouri Department of Transportation
(MoDOT), Metro and Madison County Transit (MCT) to submit their programs to EWG.
IDOT has already done so. Information on the IDOT program will not be made public
until it is released by the Governor. Once all the programs from the partner agencies
are received, EWG staff will compile them and determine their air quality status
(regionally significant, not regionally significant or exempt from regional emissions
analysis). Staff will also review projects to see if there has been a change in scope.



Once this is completed, EWG will send the project air quality classification table to the
IACG for concurrence. This should occur in mid to late April.

Ms. Shoaib, EWG, said that the Systems Evaluation Group is working closely with the
Planning and Programming Group and incorporating everything that could be modeled
into the travel demand model. For this Conformity Determination, 2020 is a new
analysis year and staff is making sure that projects are assigned to the correct analysis
year. From a modeling standpoint, the addition of an extra month to the process is
beneficial.

Mr. Henderson, MoDOT, observed that there will be a shorter turn-around time to get an
approval letter from the Governor’s office. He added that the process has improved.

Ms. Lawrence, EWG, discussed the schedule for the Conformity Determination. In late
April EWG will email the project air quality classification table to the IACG and ask for
concurrence. Modeling preparation will be underway. The Conformity Determination
document is being updated. It is expected that sometime in mid-May the Draft for
Preview Conformity Determination document should be sent to the IACG for review.

Mr. Lange, EWG, pointed out that the Missouri and lllinois Transportation Planning
Committees make recommendations on the local sponsor projects to include in the TIP.
Ms. Shoaib, EWG, added that the models are not run and Conformity not determined
until there is a final project list.

3 Report on Discussions about VMT Growth Rate
East-West Gateway Council of Governments

At the January IACG meeting, the vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) growth rate to use in
the development of the motor vehicle emissions budgets for the 2008 ozone standard
Maintenance Plan had been discussed. The Missouri Department of Natural Resources
(MoDNR) is working on motor vehicle emission budgets for use in their Maintenance
Plan.

Ms. Shoaib, EWG, said MoDNR and EWG met with Michael Teal of MoDOT who is
responsible for the VMT counts and projections. Mr. Teal explained the MoDOT
process and what information he can provide. Mr. Teal was asked for his best estimate
of a VMT growth rate. EWG and MoDNR are reviewing this estimate so that both
agencies can compare what is a reasonable number and what growth rate would be
proposed to the IACG for use in future years.

Ms. Allen, MoDNR, reported that last week she had experienced computer network
problems and had not been able to do any future year model runs. She wants to make
sure that lllinois, Missouri and EWG make consistent choices in the non-attainment
area. There needs to be more discussion about the selection of the growth rate in
Missouri's upcoming State Implementation Plan (SIP). The VMT is not as straight
forward as it was for the last ozone SIP. Since that time, there was an economic



recession and negative VMT growth. In the last one to two years there has been more
positive growth.

Ms. Shoiab, EWG, observed that historically, national VMT growth rate was at its peak
in 2007. Then VMT growth went down and has started to go up in 2009-2010. Right
now, VMT is playing catch-up as there is a lot of pent-up demand. People are just
making those trips now. So if annual VMT growth rate is looked at right now, it will be
very high. As go five to ten years out, the growth rate will be more reasonable. Want to
make sure that the selected VMT growth rate will work for multiple years out.

Ms. Allen, MoDNR, said that MoDOT prepares a rural VMT growth rate and an urban
VMT growth rate. The urban growth rate uses traffic counts from St. Louis, Kansas
City, Springfield and parts of Columbia. Will need to document as part of assumption
that are using growth rate from multiple urban areas. Ms. Shoaib, EWG, said that the
urban VMT growth rate for the entire state will have to be compared to a St. Louis
growth rate as do not want to use wrong assumptions over time.

Ms. Tracy, Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) lllinois, asked if EWG has started
working with Illinois. Ms. Shoiab, EWG, said that EWG will contact Buzz Asselmeier of
lllinois Environmental Protection Agency (lllinois EPA). Previously, EWG had worked
with Sam Long and then Chuck Gephardt but both have retired. Have to determine
whether provided VMT growth rate is statewide or urban specific. Ms. Tracy, FHWA IL,
suggested talking to the group at IDOT responsible for the Highway Performance
Monitoring System (HPMS) data and functional classification.

Mr. Bloomberg, lllinois EPA, said that lllinois is further ahead in the Chicago area and
that Mr. Asselmeier is working with IDOT. When the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for
Planning (CMAP) ran MOVES model there was an 18 ton discrepancy in the output
compared to output produced by lllinois EPA. In trying to figure out the source of
difference, learned that CMAP used the 2014 Secretary of State vehicle database for
vehicle mix information and Mr. Gephardt used this database in some instances and
other times used default values. It appears that he did not clearly communicate his
actions. It may be necessary to re-run MOVES to understand how the model was run.

Ms. Allen, MoDOT, said that under consideration is estimating a higher VMT growth rate
for the first three to four years and then flattening the rate out for future years. Ms.
Shoaib, EWG, said that the use of two growth rates has been discussed where a higher
rate for the period where traffic is coming back and further out a lower rate (representing
a long-term stable pattern).

4 Other Business

There being no other business, the meeting of the Inter Agency Consultation Group was
adjourned.





