Missouri Transportation Planning Committee
Meeting Notes
November 2019

The Missouri Transportation Planning Committee (TPC) Meeting was held in the East-West
Gateway Council of Governments (EWG) offices on Wednesday, November 6, 2019 at 2:00 pm.

Members in Attendance

Steve Ables, Municipal League of Metro St Louis

Rich Bradley, City of St Louis

Amanda Brauer, St Charles County Transit Authority representative
Jessica Gershman, Bi-State Development (BSD)

John Hicks, St Louis County

Dan Naunheim, Jefferson County

Members Absent

Maurice Falls, City of St Louis

Mike Henderson, Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT)

Karen Karabell, Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) representative
Chris Poehler, Bi-State Development (BSD)

Greg Smith, St Louis Regional Chamber

Wesley Stephen, Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT)

Craig Tajkowski, St Charles County

Ron Williams, Franklin County

Others in Attendance
John Kohler, City of St Louis
Amity Portell, Jefferson County

EWG Staff
Jason Lange, Rachael Pawlak, Josh Schwenk, Melissa Theiss, Jennifer Vuitel

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by John Hicks, Chair.

ITEMS

Gateway Green Light Update — Amanda Brauer (St Charles County Transit Authority
representative) updated the TPC on the Gateway Green Light (GGL) program. Gateway Green
Light is an intelligent transportation system (ITS) program in St Charles County. Funding was
first applied for in 2010, for 2012 construction and the program has been ongoing since. Recent
updates include the hiring of a GGL project manager, feasibility study update, and more public
outreach. The GGL program includes 348 signals, 159 pan-tilt-zoom (PTZ) cameras, and 101
Bluetooth travel time detectors. 98% of signals, 95% of cameras, and 74% of Bluetooth devices
are currently functional in the system. The County has 14.25 miles of fiber-optic cable in their
own conduit, as well as 53.6 miles installed in the first 3 GGL phases, and large amounts shared
with cities and MoDOT. The GGL operator monitors the system and is able to provide



adjustments in case of increased traffic or crashes. Upcoming projects include the Regional ITS
Data Sharing Initiative which is a partnership with the University of Missouri to centralize data
and share it between agencies, Emergency Vehicle Priority which will create a countywide
system to allow emergency responders to adjust signal timing as they move through
intersections, and a smart parking program in downtown St Charles.

John Kohler (City of St Louis) asked about the staffing of the GGL traffic management center.
Brauer replied that the center currently had one operator from 6am-9am and 3pm-6pm. The
operator gets automatic alerts and can work remotely as well. Kohler also asked if the system
incorporates license plate readers. Brauer replied that they would need to be provided by the
police. Jessica Gershman (Bi-State Development) asked about the data sharing partnership with
the University of Missouri. Brauer noted that it was built off the TITAN platform built for
MoDOT but would incorporate additional data. Gershman also asked if MoDOT has emergency
vehicle priority. Brauer responded that MoDOT’s system is not centralized and may not apply to
every signal. The system being considered should also be adaptable for transit vehicle priority.

Additional information is available at: https://www.sccmo.org/210/Gateway-Green-Light

Making Strides Toward Safer Roads — Amity Portell (Jefferson County) presented an overview
of recent roadway safety improvements in Jefferson County. The Jefferson County Safety First
Coalition is an organization of representatives from the County, cities, first responders, MoDOT,
law enforcement, schools, and other groups that helps the County remain informed of issues
around the County and where potential improvements may be made. In 2013, the County
established their first strategic highway safety plan. Based on the recommendations in the plan,
the County has added or updated signing at hundreds of curves, evaluated 19 school zones,
added 26 flashing beacons at 12 school locations, made significant curvature reduction and
safety shoulders on Old Lemay Ferry Road, added reflector strips to signs, and added shoulder
rumble strips. There has been a marked reduction in crashes on County roads since the safety
improvements have been made. Next steps include improving edgeline striping, tree removal to
improve sight distances, seeking funding for larger safety improvements, and working toward a
new highway master plan and strategic highway safety plan.

John Hicks (St Louis County) asked if there was data on crash reduction for specific projects.
Portell noted that that was an area the County was working on for the next strategic highway
safety plan update. Dan Naunheim (Jefferson County) added that it can be hard to isolate the
cause of reductions in crashes. John Kohler (St Louis City) asked if pedestrian facilities were
required with new development. Naunheim noted that sidewalks are required within new
subdivisions but are not built on County right-of-way. The County will evaluate if they are
necessary based on density of subdivisions, proximity to schools, and other factors. Amanda
Brauer (St Charles County) asked about the role of the cities in the Safety First Coalition. Portell
noted that the improvements were all on County roads but that the cities play an important
role in noting needed improvements.

State of the St Louis District Meeting — Jason Lange (EWG) informed the TPC that MoDOT St
Louis District will be holding a State of the District meeting on Tuesday, November 26, 2019
from 7:30-9am at the Maryland Heights Community Center. District Engineer Tom Blair will


https://www.sccmo.org/210/Gateway-Green-Light

provide a 30-minute presentation on highlights in the District and there will be time to
communicate with your Area Engineer. On the same day, from 9:30am-noon, at the same
location, MoDOT will host their LPA Design Workshop.

Additional information, as well as registration, is available at
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/modot-st-louis-state-of-the-district-2019-tickets-80848715685

FY 2021-2024 TIP — STP-S & CMAQ Schedule — Jason Lange (EWG) informed the TPC that the
Surface Transportation Block Grant Program — Suballocated (STP-S) and Congestion Mitigation
and Air Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ) Call for Projects would open Friday, November
8, 2019. Registration is now available on EWG’s website for Project Development Workshops to
discuss the application process and eligibility. Those workshops will be held November 18, 19, &
20 in Eureka, Richmond Heights, and Maryland Heights respectively. There is approximately $55
million available in STP-S funds and approximately $20 million in CMAQ funds. Project Review
Workshops will be available January 10 & 17, 2020 to discuss your project with subject matter
experts. Applications will be due February 13, 2020. A public comment period on submitted
applications will be held March 3-26, 2020 with project rankings presented to the TPC at their
May 5, 2020 meeting. The selected projects will be incorporated into the Fiscal Year (FY) 2021-
2024 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) which will be presented to the Board of
Directors for their approval at their August 26, 2020 meeting.

Additional information, as well as registration for the Project Development Workshops, is
available at:

STP-S: https://www.ewgateway.org/transportation-planning/transportation-improvement-
program/competitive-transportation-programs/call-for-projects-stp-s-2019/

CMAQ: https://www.ewgateway.org/transportation-planning/transportation-
improvement-program/competitive-transportation-programs/call-for-projects-cmag-2019/

Reasonable Progress — Josh Schwenk (EWG) notified the TPC that four projects have obligated
just under S3 million in federal funds since their last meeting. Additionally, staff encourages
projects with preliminary engineering programmed in FY 2020 to post their Requests for
Qualifications (RFQs) as early as possible. If there are questions on program agreements, or
anything else related to progress on currently programmed projects, he encouraged sponsors
to follow-up with him.

The most recent Reasonable Progress Update, as well as previous updates, is available at
https://www.ewgateway.org/tip under Reasonable Progress.

Other Business —
Jason Lange (EWG) informed the TPC that EWG’s Annual Meeting will be held November 13,
2019 at Union Station.

The next Missouri TPC meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 7, 2020 at 2:00pm.
MEETING ADJOURNED
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